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Minutes of the Dodge County 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

April 5, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Darren 
Durst at 1:00 PM on Wednesday, April 5, 2017.  Present were Planning Commission 
members Harlan Buck, Richard Wolf, Walter Wyttenbach, Joshua Toquam, Darren 
Durst, Minor Buckingham and Jim Checkel, County Commissioners, David 
Kenworthy, Rhonda Toquam, County Attorney, Paul Kiltinen and Zoning 
Administrator, Melissa DeVetter. 
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Joshua Toquam, to approve the agenda and 
the March 1, 2017 minutes with a correction in the Findings of Fact on page 3 of 12 
changing the 1194 to 1994 in the second paragraph of section a.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Ryzebol Dairy, LLC – CUP#07-07 (amend) 
The public hearing is to consider an application to amend a Conditional Use Permit 
to expand an existing dairy from 1600 to 1994 head of cattle or from 2240 to 2791.6 
animal units. Addition will be made to each of the four existing total confinement 
barns. The site also has two earthen basins for manure storage, one earthen basin 
for feed pad runoff and one concrete manure stacking slab. No additional manure 
storage construction will be added.  The expansion project is proposed in the SW ¼ 
of NW ¼, of Section 28, Milton Township. Ryzebol Dairy, LLC is the applicant and 
the property owner. 
 
Brant Ryzebol was present to explain this proposal. They would like to extend the 3 
north barns to the edge of the pit and also expand the cross ventilated barn to the 
south about 50’.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that the original permit was issued in 1996 under CUP#96-
09 however, in 2007 the site expand under CUP#07-07 to 1600 head of cattle or 
2240 animal units. The current applicant is proposing to expand to 1994 dairy cattle 
or 2791.6 animal units. The site is currently covered under an individual permit 
issued by the MPCA. There is a NPDES permit that has gone out for review as of 
Monday of this week. It is a 30 day review period. The site has been inspected on 
March 13th of this year. The applicant has 2700 acres available for manure 
application. The manure management plan has been submitted to the MPCA. Under 
an NPDES permit the sites has to have nine months of manure storage and the 
calculation have been submitted to the MPCA. The expansion will be a transfer of 
animal from the site that is across Co Rd 11 to this dairy site. They will be reducing 
numbers on that other site. The applicant will be using irrigation as a method of land 
application. The irrigation was already approved under the current CUP #07-07.  
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Luke Elias, Milton Township Supervisor, stated that the applicant did meet with the 
Township and the Township has no objection with this proposal.  
 
Mark Moenning, Feedlot Advisory Board member, stated that they reviewed this site 
on March 13 and they felt that it was within the guidelines of the criteria.  
 
Don Hartung stated that he had a concern about the waterway drainage that has 
been an issue in the past.  
 
Brant Ryzebol stated that the small retaining pond was reconstructed last fall to 
contain the silage pad runoff. In the past when there was a rain, all of the water 
runoff would go through that small pond. Now there is no more water runoff from that 
slab, it is 100% collect into the lagoon.  
 
Jeff Bauman, Anez Consulting, stated that it has been engineered to handle a large 
rain event.  
 
Minor Buckingham inquired where the culvert was that goes through the township 
road.  
 
Darren Durst pointed it out on the map. 
 
Walter Wyttenbach inquired if this water will be part of the irrigation.  
 
Brant Ryzebol stated that it will be irrigated.  
 
Mike Dee stated that he has a concern about the odor. When he goes by sometimes 
it is just terrible and was wondering if they are going to correct that.  
 
Brant Ryzebol stated that one thing that is nice about the extension is that it will be 
covering the 60’ area to the pit. Normally all of the manure that was scraped out of 
the barns was just going outside. With the expansion those areas will be covered 
and that should help with the odor.  
 
Mike Dee stated that it just seems that you will not be able to control the odor. 
 
Brant Ryzebol stated that the lagoon will stay the same and it will produce odor, no 
matter what.  
 
Jim Checkel inquired if they would be any difference in odor levels if they remove the 
liquids and do the irrigation proposal.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that when you remove the liquids from the solids you have 
so much lower nutrient content and that is supposed to be sufficient help with the 
odor also.  
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Jim Checkel inquired if the irrigation system will be used various times throughout 
the year.  
 
Brant Ryzebol state that they will irrigate when it will benefit their crops.  
 
Jim Checkel stated that it will not be sitting there brewing, which may help bring the 
odor down. 
 
Jeff Bauman stated that the MPCA does have rules regarding irrigation of liquids 
that they have to follow.  
 
Brant Ryzebol stated that they will have from the beginning of June all the way to 
September to get rid of that water. That will be that much more time that these 
lagoons will be empty. The previous owner only has a small window to apply.  
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Jim Checkel, to close the public hearing.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Richard Wolf inquired on how many irrigators do they have. 
 
Brant Ryzebol stated that they have two. 
 
Richard Wolf inquired where they are located at. 
 
Brant Ryzebol stated that they are about a mile and half or two to the south.  
 
Walter Wyttenbach inquired if the irrigation system was a permanent pipe. 
 
Brant Ryzebol indicated yes. 
 
Darren Durst stated that the pipe will cross two township roads and private land. 
 
Brant Ryzebol indicated, yes. 
 
Darren Durst stated that some of the pipes are going in now. 
 
Brant Ryzebol stated yes, that is correct. 
 
Jim Checkel inquired how many acres do the irrigation covers. 
 
Brant Ryzebol stated about 200 acres.  
 
Motion by Joshua Toquam, seconded by Richard Wolf, to recommend approval of 
the Findings of Facts and Recommendations of the agenda report with the following 
conditions:   (The permittee is put on notice that the violation of any of the conditions 
of the IUP may result in termination of the permit.   
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1. Operation will comply with all local, state, and federal regulation regarding the 
proposed use of the property.  The business shall obtain and maintain all 
necessary permits and/or other approvals for the site.    
 

2. Zoning Permits shall be obtained before construction of the additions to the 
existing buildings.  A copy of the approved MPCA’s NPDES permit for the 
expansion shall be submitted prior to issuance of the Zoning Permits.        
 

3. The Dodge County animal feedlot registration shall be updated prior to 
occupation of the barn.  

 
4. All recommendations of the Feedlot Advisory Report dated 3/13/17      

completed.  
 

5. All conditions of the original CUP#07-07 granted April 10th, 2007 apply.  
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Other Business 
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that there will be a May meeting and it will be a night 
meeting. 
 
Also, Stussy wants to expand to the west side of Co Rd 21 and he will need to have 
an EAW done. There is a timeline for reviewing an EAW, which could mean that a 
special meeting will need to be held. If that is the case, than we will need the Chair 
to call a special meeting.  
 
Melissa DeVetter reminded the Planning Commission member about the training 
session that will be held in the Government Service Building, conference room B on 
April 19th, 2017 at 1:00 pm. 
 
Adjourn 
Motion by Joshua Toquam, seconded by Richard Wolf, to adjourn.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 P.M.  


